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JEFF’S JOURNAL 

What a beautiful weekend we had for our 

last event of the year. The weather for a 

change was near perfect sunshine and 70 

degrees on both days, which was quite a 

switch from the last few years when it 

rained and never made it above 50. I think 

perhaps it was too nice on Saturday because 

attendance was not exactly what I had 

hoped for; we made up for that on Sunday 

however with nearly twice as many shooters 

as the day before. I need to thank Travis for 

taking over the scoring and registration 

duties so I could shoot on Sunday morning. I 

even managed a couple of second place 

finishes for the day against some really 

good shooters. I was very pleased to be able 

do that since I have not shot competitively 

since July.  As usual, I have a bunch of fun 

shooting with my friends and winning those 

great tasting steaks from Birds Grocery is an 

added bonus. Thank you to the other 37 

people who registered to shoot rifle, trade 

gun shotgun or archery with us this past 

weekend it is just what we needed to have 

another successful event. After the shooting 

and awards were over on Saturday 

afternoon many of us did a quick change of 

clothes trading our modern duds for our 

traditional ones in preparation for the 

Octoberfest party.  Dennis I did not know 

they had denim jeans in colonial America 

Wow! We learn something every day.  Don’t 

we? This year we finished awards earlier 

than usual so we had more time to socialize 

before dinner. I really enjoyed being able to 

do that since even at our club it is 

sometimes the eat and run attitude we see 

every day. I am just saying how much I 

enjoyed the time with you. Then “dinner 

time” we had the main course of ham and 

chicken supplied by the club and expertly 

prepared by the Snyder Family plus many 

other dishes prepared by our own members. 

I like potlucks but I sometimes have a 

tendency to eat too much. I’ll bet I’m not 

the only one who did the very same thing 

and paid for that later, like in the middle of 

the night, maybe someday I will eventually 

learn to be more prudent and save myself 

the indigestion. After dinner and too many 

desserts, we gathered in the Clubhouse 

where the silent auction items were 

arranged for us to bid on. There were many 



 

 

items you might expect to see and then 

there were the baked goods cookies, 

cinnamon rolls and peach cobbler made by 

(Lily Rose) she knows how much I like this 

dessert, so what else could I do but be the 

highest bidder and take home my prize. I 

am glad I did I have enjoyed every bite. 

Thank you! The past few years we have had 

a drawing for people who wore the 

traditional clothing I mentioned earlier. The 

winner of that gift card to Cabela’s was 

Dennis Priddy well his top half was Ok. So I 

gave him the card. After the shooting events 

and awards were completed on Sunday, the 

membership meeting was held right on time 

at 2:30 pm. This month’s meeting featured 

the election of officers so the attendance 

was much above the usual. I was thinking 

while sitting there, this is what I should see 

every month. My wishful thinking? Maybe 

so. Several of the things we discussed were 

brought up at earlier meetings. I am not 

criticizing that; I would just like to see more 

people be involved. One new item was 

brought to our attention by Paul Mercer 

and that is to label our gates and inform the 

authorities of those locations in case of 

emergencies. The club secretary is working 

to have that done as soon as possible. The 

last item on the agenda was election of 

officers for 2018. The results of that election 

can be found elsewhere in the Newsletter. I 

would like to thank those people who have 

retired from office esp. Mike Kowalski 

having served as our Range officer for the 

last two years. He did a great job. Thank 

you to those who were re-elected and I 

welcome the new people to the board. I look 

forward to working with all of you in 2018. 

We will begin plans for 2018 events at the 

Planning Meeting, which will be held on 

October the 19th at 6pm here at the Windsor 

Woods community building in Wayland. 

Committee heads and those who are in 

charge of events and scheduling should 

attend. If you have concerns or suggestions 

please e-mail them to me before Oct 16th so 

they can be put on the agenda. That’s about 

all I have for this month. I hope to see you 

next month for the shoot and meeting on 

November 4th.  

                                                                                                   

See you then, Jeff 
 

SECRETARY’S CORNER 
 

Now is the season that friends & families 

seem to come together more than any other 

time of the year.  Well our family works that 

way.  I love this time of year!  I can remember 

going out to the club and camping on those 

off weekends in the fall.  Camping, hanging 

out and sitting by the fire when there was a 

chill in the air.  The kids roasting hot dogs 

and marshmallows.  I can smell it all now!  

We would get our guns out in the morning, 

and walk out to the woods and shoot. 

Friendly competition.  Many times the girls 

coming back with bragging rights that they 

beat their mom and/or their dad.  I believe 

times like those helped to form the way they 

think about family and being together.  That 

is a good thing, it is a great thing!  It’ does 

not matter where you hang out with your 

family.  It just happens to be some of our best 

memories are from belonging to Grand 



 

 

Valley Cap n Ballers.  It is so nice to see the 

young families at our club.  It takes me back 

to when the kids were younger and we were 

laughing, and yelling, being a family.  The 

club has become a very important part of our 

life.  Heck, our youngest just got married, and 

the first place she wanted to check was to see 

if the club was open, so that she could have 

her special day there.  And it was.  To me, it 

tells me it is where more good memories are.  

It’s a place we came together.  It is a place 

where I met some people that I am proud to 

call my friends.  Good friends.  I guess the 

point of this reminiscing is that Grand Valley 

Cap n Ballers, is good family fun.  It is a 

place where you can teach your kids that 

there is more to life than cell phones and 

video games.  A place where it is ok to be seen 

with your parents!  It is so easy to be caught 

up in the busy days called life, but coming out 

to the club, is laid back.  Friends and family 

coming together to share in fun laugh and 

forget about the world outside of the gate.  

Grand Valley Cap n Ballers, my Grand 

Valley Cap n Ballers, your Grand Valley Cap 

n Ballers.   

Dawn Thurkettle. 
 

RANGE OFFICER  

The Ranger Officer on the line for November 

will be our honorable Neal Armstrong.   

 

 
 

BUDGET 

Chair Persons please have your budget for 

2018 to me by October 27th so I can have it 

presented to the board at the November 

meeting-----rbfern@triton .net or snail mail 

to 16808 Peach Ridge, Kent City, Mi. 49330-

------------Ron 

MEAT SHOOT/OCTOBERFEST 

If you missed, the Meat Shoot there was a 

lot of shooting and people having a fun 

time.  There were more participants this 

year than in the past three years.  

Octoberfest was good eating, good friends 

and a nice money making silent auction. 

Dennis Priddy took home a gift card for the 

primitive costume award. 

 

SPICED PUMPKIN SEEDS 

1 ½ Table spoons margarine melted               

½ teaspoon of salt           

1/8 teaspoon garlic salt                        

2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce           

2 cups raw whole pumpkin seeds        

Pre heat oven to 275 degrees, combine all 

ingredients in shallow baking dish, bake for 

1 hour stirring occasionally. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10204043174518276&set=a.10203447095896683.1073741827.1791429644&type=3


 

 

ELECTIONS 

The results of the election is as follows: 

 

President   Jeff Terrell 

Vice President  Larry Horrigan 

Secretary    Dawn Thurkettle 

Treasurer   Ron Fernwalt 

Range Officer  Open 

News Letter Editor  Bonnie Fernwalt 

Board Seats   John Snyder 

    Jackie Armstrong 

    Neal Armstrong 

Board Members 

    Dennis Priddy 

    Scott Silverman 

    Mike Kowalski 

    Cheryl Snyder 

 

 

NOTICE 

I will be watching the weather forecast, 

hope fully it will be the first of November 

when I turn the water off.   So, camp, camp, 

camp while you can. No promises at this 

time.  I will try to let club members know by 

e-mail when I am turning the water off. 

 

Ron  

 

FROM THE SHOTGUN RANGE 

 

Well folks, the 2017 year has come to an 

end. We had an excellent 

year. Our Sporting Clays and Trap League 

were a huge success taking 

in $3000.00 plus after expenses. Trap 

League winner was Louise Mercer. 

Louise also shot her first 25 out of 25. 

Congrats. 

     A big thank you to the ladies that 

supplied and put on meals 

for helpers and guests during Sporting 

Clays. Thank you to all who 

helped pick up targets and generally all 

other tasks that needed 

to be looked after in order to put on a 

successful event. 

     Once again thanks to everyone who 

helped to make my job easier. 

I won't mention names, I might miss 

someone but you all know who 

you are. 

     Hope you all have a good winter, stay 

healthy and looking forward 

to seeing everyone in the Spring. 
 

Paul 

 

FREAKY FACTS 

 

 
Did you know that the custom of trick or 

treating probably evolved from the days 

when little Irish children traveled down dark 

country roads carrying lanterns carved from 

turnips?  The lanterns held a hot coal of turf 

and were to protect them from fairies, 

witches and goblins.  When their lanterns 

went out, they would stop at houses along 



 

 

the road and beg for burning embers to 

place in their lanterns.  When the Irish came 

to America they traded their turnips for 

pumpkins and combined them with all 

hallows eve to celebrate a time of fun and 

frolic.  Eventually adding trick or treating to  

the frivolity. 

Anonymous    

 

 

NOTICE 

 
Beginning October 10th you will need 

to take all your trash home.  The 10th 

will be the last day that Arrow Waste 

will be picking up our trash and will 

not continue again until April of 2018.  

Thank you for your cooperation 
 

 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you Larry Horrigan for removing that 

tree that was leaning over the driveway to 

shotgun.  It was very much appreciated. 

 

 

This is your newsletter, please have articles 

to me by the following Saturday of the 

meeting.  E-mail to rbfern@triton.net, 

subject matter SMOKE POLE or send Bonnie 

Fernwalt, 16808 Peach Ridge, Kent City, Mi. 

49330 

 

Bonnie 

 

NOTES OF INTEREST FOUND HERE AND 

THERE 

 

Grand Valley Cap N Ballers Muzzle 

Loading Gun Club is a tax exempt 

organization.  Donations to Grand 

Valley Cap N Ballers Muzzle Loading 

Gun Club are not tax deductible. This 

organization has been in operation for 

52 years, which makes it significantly 

older than other nonprofits in the state. 

Grand Valley Cap N Ballers Muzzle 

Loading Gun Club has significantly 

larger assets when compared to other 

nonprofits in Michigan.  

 

 

 

The trouble with bucket seats is that not 

everybody has the same size bucket. 
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GVCnB 2018 MEMBERSHIP AND CAMPSITE 

RENEWAL FEE 

 

Annual dues and campsite fees are payable 

no later than January 31, 2018.  Payment 

must be made to treasurer either at any 

meeting or postmarked no later than 

January 31, 2018.  This form must be 

completed with payment.    Make checks 

payable to Grand Valley Cap N Ballers.  Fill 

out ahead of time to avoid confusion.  

Thanks. 

 

If you have a designated campsite and the 

fee is not paid ahead of time, FEE WILL BE 

DOUBLED AFTER JANUARY 31, 2018.  If not 

paid within 30 days after January 31, the 

unit must be moved off club property, or it 

will be impounded by local law 

enforcement. 

 

REMEMBER THAT ALL MEMBERS WHO 

HAVE CAMPING UNITS ON CLUB PROPERTY 

ARE EXPECTED TO CARRY INSURANCE ON 

THEIR UNITS OR ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR ANY DAMAGE THAT MAY OCCUR 

WHILE ON CLUB PROPERTY. 

 

Please fill out the following in very clear 

and legible print and return to GVCNB, 

16808 Peach Ridge, Kent City, Mi. 49330 

 

Name_______________________________ 

 

Spouse_____________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________ 

 

City________________________________ 

State___________Zip__________________ 

 

Phone______________________________   

 

E-mailAddress_______________________ 

 

Signature___________________________ 

 

NMLRA Membership #_________________ 

 

Dues $50.00________ 

Campsite Fee $100.00________ 

Total Submitted $_________________ 

 

Group Camping Area_________________ 

or Lot Number_________________ 

 

Membership Status Regular_____Life_____ 

Year Joined GVCnB______ 

 

 

 
 


